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th’r IS an Ag BMP?
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Agricultural Best Management Practices (or BMPs) are practical, cost effective actions that agricultural
producers can take to conserve water and reduce the amount of pesticides, fertilizers, animal waste and
other pollutants entering our creeks and rivers. BMPs are designed to protect water quality while
maintaining or even improving agricultural production.

Examples of BMPs

Cover cropping.

. Nutrient (fertilizer) management to
determine nutrient needs and sources and
manage nutrient applications (including
manure) to minimize impacts to water
resources.

. lrrigation management to address the
method and scheduling of irrigation to
reduce water and nutrient losses to the
environment.

. Water resource protection using buffers,
setbacks and swales to reduce or prevent
the transport of sediments and nutrients
from production areas to waterbodies.

i . Fencing livestock out of stream areas and
providing alternative water sources to
prevent stream bank erosion and

- contamination from animal waste.
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Take a Virtuadl BMP Tour! . { .‘

BMPs in Action 4

UK Cooperative Extension,
the UK Department of

'.h : Best Mandgemcnt Practices at : Biosystems & Agricultural o
Morgan County Extension Farm " Engineering, and private -
. land owners like the KY -

Click here to tour

e e T el —— Beef Network and the
mﬁﬁmn_ — . Sisters of Loretto

« Motherhouse Farm have
- teamed up to install new
and innovative Best
Management Practices
that can then be used by
the public!
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Click on the pictures to -
take a virtual tour of these .
farms to see what ’ .

: practices they have been -

} . ~  testing out, and then go
' s W see them in person fo leam
: : ﬂ more.
Best Management Practicesat .~ © " .
Eden Shale Farm M gty _ '
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BMP Resources for Producers

Knowing where to start with BMPs in your ag operat'/on can be intimidating. Luckily there are many

resources to help you get started and many financial assistance programs that can help pay for you
to install the practices on your farm! Read on to get started...
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*or l\nlul'v\ \n: iculture ‘ KY Ag Water Quality
Water Quality”Act Planning Tool

Planningilool & The Kentucky Agriculture Water Quality Plan is

basically a compilation of BMPs from six different
areas: silviculture, pesticides and fertilizers,
farmstead, crops, livestock and streams and

other waters. Use the Ag Planning Tool to assess  «
your farm and learn how you can improve your
operation using BMPS. Click the picture to learn
morel
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NRCS Assistance ‘

—
How to Get Assistancefrom NRCS

5 ‘-Steps Mo A55|stance

Do you farm or ranch and want to make wr viforkarms, Ranchesand Forests

improvements to the land that you own or
lease? NRCS offers technical and financial - - - - -
.. assistance to help farmers, ranchers and %

. . . ~ Aspartofapplying, Put consenvation to
forest managers. Click the picture to learn xmﬂﬁ : ,,"gm:, % m':t,w ms.;.':; i
how you can get started with NRCS. b : e ] el
conservation plan. programs. conservation
practices.
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- , KSU Third Thursday Thing
. p .
4 -’ A monthly sustainable agriculture workshop
designed for small farmers, beginning farmers
KENTUCKY STATE s . '
UNIVERSITY and ag professionals. Click the picture to see
what is being offered this month at KSU's Harold
ALL THINGS EXCELLENCE ;
i R. Benson Research and Demonstration Farm.
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https://www.uky.edu/bae/awqp
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/newsroom/features/?cid=stelprdb1193811
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=49c093129eae48a9a5b6590a25287b77
https://leemoser.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=33a060da2fb346fd893c38d100b12ad4
https://leemoser.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=0b7f4bef2efd46689549c8e8db19969d
http://morgan.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.uky.edu/bae/
https://www.uky.edu/bae/
https://www.uky.edu/bae/
http://kysu.edu/academics/cafsss/research-extension/cooperative-extension/third-thursday-thing/
http://organic.kysu.edu/Facilities.shtml#Farm
http://organic.kysu.edu/Facilities.shtml#Farm
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/RESOURCES%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/MAPS%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/01-%20LANDING%20PAGE%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/EXPLORE%202018.pdf 
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/EXPLORE%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/01-%20LANDING%20PAGE%202018.pdf
water.ky.gov

